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Abstract

Gabriella Checchi, MMS

Department of Medical Science

Today, SARS-CoV-2 continues to spread throughout the world and mutate,
infecting hundreds of millions of people. And yet, many members of the
community are hesitant to receive the vaccine to protect against it.

Some of these community members include healthcare workers.

Factors associated with vaccine hesitancy among healthcare professionals
needs to be understood so that better efforts can be made by public
health agencies to target and educate these individuals.
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Conclusion

Introduction

Vaccine hesitancy: the delay of or refusal to vaccinate oneself or one’s
dependents when vaccination is available

Factors that contribute to vaccine hesitancy:
* Emotional

e Social
* lLack of professional education on vaccines

Hesitancy is multifactorial. By lessening vaccine hesitancy among
professionals who provide healthcare to these individuals, the overall
rate of COVID-19 vaccination hesitancy may decrease.

* Demographics

* Ethnicity: Black Caribbean, Black African, White

Other
Age under 25-30

Perceived risk

Social

Previous COVID-19 infection
Sense of low risk of infection

Concern for safety of the vaccine
Pregnancy

High rating on COVID-19 conspiracy beliefs
scale

Low trust in employer

Low trust in government

Low trust in science

Non-reliable information from public health
authorities

Lack in belief of benefit of vaccine

Not wearing a mask in public

Dismissing guidelines to keep physically distant
from others

Lack of acceptance of other vaccines

Hopefully by further education and providing resources for healthcare
professionals, those who show vaccine hesitancy themselves will
consider the benefits of vaccination and recommend vaccination against
COVID-19 to their patients.

In doing so, a subset of community members who, after speaking with
their healthcare provider, may be more likely to consider vaccination who
otherwise would not have.

More resources need to be available that specifically target healthcare
workers with factors that correlate with vaccine hesitancy

Resources for Healthcare Professionals

A Threat to Public Health

* As of April 2022 worldwide:
* According to Our World in Data, there have been:
e 507.05 million confirmed cases of COVID-19
e 6.21 million confirmed deaths due to COVID-19
e According to the WHO, there have been 2 variants of
interest with increased virulence and decreased
effectiveness of current vaccines

e 32% of Americans show hesitancy towards receiving COVID-19 vaccine
e 22.51% of healthcare workers around the world show hesitancy
towards vaccination against SARS-CoV-2
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For prescribing information and patient education handouts about the
Pfizer Inc. COVID-19 vaccine, visit www.Pfizer.com/products/product-
detail/Pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine

For information on mRNA vaccines, clinical trial data and eligibility of
Moderna Inc. COVID-19 vaccine visit
https://eua.modernatx.com/covid19vaccine-eua/providers/

Patient education resources for healthcare professionals are available at
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html
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