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These figures show the motivation
of Omani women in achieving the
highest positions in both career
and education. In Oman, there are
no obstacles to women achieving
success in social and professional
spheres.

"

SultanQaboos Universitycel ebrates Omani W
omen?s Day
October 31, 2015
By :Times News Service
In all 1,726 Omani women
are now working in
various positions at Sultan
Qaboos University. The
number of female
students at SQU as of the
2015-2016 (academic
year) is 9,632 and the
number of female
students that graduated
this year is 1,608.
Muscat : Sultan Qaboos
University (SQU) marked
Omani Women?s Day with
a ceremony held under
the patronage of Her
Highness Sayyida Mona
bint Fahad Al Said,
assistant vice chancellor
for international
cooperation.

The ceremony was held to
recognize and celebrate
Omani women?s efforts
and contributions to
different fields in the
Sultanate that have
helped in the
development of society.
The theme of the
celebration was ?Omani
women: Inspiration to
generations?.
During her address, Her
Highness said: ?Islam
appreciates women since
the beginning of Islam,
women?s status in society
has been duly recognized
and women were given
their rights.?
Growing numbers
She emphasized that
Omani women have
always excelled in society

and are comparable to
successful women in
other societies and they
enjoy a good stature in
society, along with
opportunities and hold
important responsibilities.
It is due to their
qualifications and
capabilities that Omani
women have reached
high-level positions in
career and social spheres.
She pointed out that
1,726 Omani women are
now working in various
positions at SQU.
?The number of female
students at SQU as of the
2015-2016 (academic
year) is 9,632 and the
number of female
students that graduated
this year is 1,608. The
number of Omani women,

who obtained a PhD this
year is 193. Apart from
that, 190 women
graduated with a Master?s
degree and 1,113 females
with Bachelor?s degree.
?These figures show the
motivation of Omani
women in achieving the
highest positions in both
career and education. In
Oman, there are no
obstacles to women
achieving success in social
and professional spheres.
?Ambitious women, who
grab opportunities, can
reach heights. If ambitious,
any woman can occupy
leading posts in political,
social, economic and
cultural fields in the
country,? she observed.

INTERVIEWS
Mags Cloud,
From Poland
Six years living in Oman.
1. As a woman, how can you
describe your experience of l iving in
Oman f or t he past years? I have been
in Oman since 2010. I am very happy
to be here. I know this will sound
crazy, but I do feel more respected as
a female here in Oman, than in the
west, especially by younger crowd. As
a western female, there are really no
limitations of what I can and cannot
do in Oman.
2. How does coming f rom a more
west ern cul t ure af f ect ed t hat
experience? How does it change it ? Is
it harder? In some ways it?s easier. As
a westerner, I am socially accepted to
behave like westerner. There is no
strict dress code in Oman, so I can
pretty much wear what I want. The
learning curve was to understand my
limits and figure out what I was
comfortable with. For example: when
I attend an official function in an
Omani house, especially if there are
other females present, I cover up. I do
it as a sign of respect to the ladies.. I
am usually not required to follow the
male/ female segregation rule,
anywhere. I am free to choose, and
still, the special perks of being a girl

in Oman, are still available to me. I
can enjoy separate checkout at the
supermarket, it?s not compulsory
(not even for Omani ladies) but it is
available. I can refuse to talk to any
male official, on the basis that I do
not wish to speak with a man, I never
queue in the Bank, there is a special,
female only counter, and last, but
not least, Omani guy would rather
die than let a girl pay the bill, or, do
any kind of heavy working! Forget
about carrying shopping bags!
Also, when invited to a traditional
Omani home for a function, if the
family sticks to male/ female
segregation system, it does not
apply to me.
3. What is t he current st at us of
Women's in Oman in t erms of
right s, equal it y, empowerment
et c.?
There are lots of empowered
females in Oman. Lots of ladies
CCO?s, government, ministry
workers, and scientists. Girls in
Oman love their fashion, they hang
out together in cafes and in general
they are enjoying their lives. There
actually more females in Higher
education in Oman than males.
4. Do you bel ieve women in Oman
are oppressed in any way?
I would say no differently, than

anywhere else in the world.
That said, one of the things that I
do find upsetting, is the fact that it is
illegal in Oman to have a child
outside of marriage. Females are
being asked at the hospitals for
marriage certificates, before they
will be admitted to the delivery
room. It is very rare that this
happens, and if it does, it hits the
most unfortunate in the society.
Usually, the families make sure that
whoever the father is, will marry the
girl before delivery. Unfortunately,
this doesn?t leave much room to
man oeuvre, in difficult life
situations. Western females are also
required to produce marriage
certificate, if they wish to deliver
their child in the Sultanate.
5. Do you t hink women in Oman
f eel oppressed? Ha, I guess this
question should be directed to
them. In general, I do not think they
feel oppressed.
6. Can you say t here is some t ype
of gender equal it y in Oman? Yes
definitely.
The free education is available
equally to male and female
population. Oman has an equal pay
policy, Omani women can drive,
work and travel freely, and they can
vote.

Bl ogPosts
Howtol ivel ikeanomani princess - women's rights inOman
I love Oman, and have applied to become an Omani citizen... and I have no hesitation towards doing this. The
passport I currently hold is Canadian, and I am aware, of the rights I am risking, changing my nationality. But the
change in nationality is essential if I want the words I am to say to have any weight---an outsider can complain and
say what needs to change, but only a citizen has the right to demand that change. I am a hypocrite otherwise, to
speak about Omani women and what they want, what they tell me they want, and ask the government for
something.I understand my decision and stand by it. I believe in the noble intentions of many in government
(okay---not all---but the Canadian government was not all that great either while I lived there...;) and will support
them towards strengthening and amending the laws already in place towards women's rights in Oman.
When it comes to equal opportunity, Oman has femaleMinisters, Shura Council members, and a female workforce
whose legal rights are protected by law. Oman's legal system does not require women to be obedient to men and "it
provides women with the explicit right to work outside the home.
Further, Oman's Ministry of National Economy has started to issue booklets to make Omani women aware of their
rights to work, and as employees in Oman, to own property, to open and close their own business files... ect... or
attend educational training.
Under the personal status law Omani women have some key rights:
1.) Omani womenmay sue for divorce (conditions apply)
2.) Omani womenmay refuse potential marriage partners selected by their family
3.) A marriage they were forced into by their family but did not desire can be annulled even if consummated
4.) Omani women can choose their own marriage partner and sign their own marriage contract, although, to make
their marriage legally valid a guardian must preside over the registration of the marriage contract. If a guardian is not
present, or objects to the marriage on grounds not accordance with the law, the judge may sign the contract. In place
of the guardian. This is in accordance with articles 9&10 of the personal status law.
5.) Omani women may obtain identification and passports (although apparently married women do need their
husband's written permission by law to apply for a passport----unmarried-no).
6.) Omani womenhave freedom of movement, in they can drive or travel in-country and abroadwithout permission
provided they have obtained an id card and a passport.
7.) Having obtained the age of maturity, 18, Omani women may own property, vote, and live independently.
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MyExperience; MyVoice
From the first moment I stepped into Oman I was amazed by everything
I saw. First, people didn?t looked at us differently, I didn?t felt like I was a
minority or ?the tourist ?. Also, I was surprised with the respect that the men in
Oman not only treat us, but also saw us. I thought that because we were
dressed differently, and maybe a little more revealing they would act somehow
attracted to us. I had this in mind because of a previous experience I had when
I traveled last spring break to Cuba. Men there treat the females like sexual
objects. This made the whole trip unpleasant, so seeing the contrast between
that and Oman made me enjoy the trip a lot more. All of this was a huge
stereotype break down for me.
I have to admit that beside all of this, my biggest take away from Oman
is the current situation of women and their empowerment. This aspect gave
the trip a very special focus and perspective. I was so surprise that they live
such a normal life. They seem so free, and not oppressed at all. I couldn?t
believe when I saw them driving, even when there was a men in the passenger
seat. Seeing them using cellphones and walking around without a man was
such a relief for me. My eyes couldn?t believe what they were seeing, it was like
I was under a spell all this time. A spell that prevented me to see a reality.
After listening to the woman as the mosque I realize that not all of the
women in the Middle East feel oppressed and need our help. Actually in Oman,
woman feel even more equal than woman here in America. The fact that they
have equal pay and here is still subject of discussion says a lot about where are
women really oppress and treat it as unequal. Also, it got to me what she said
about their clothing not representing oppression but all the opposite. I never
thought that they would see the way they dress as a way of self-respect and
love to themselves and their God. This made me think how we think we are
modern because we are able to wear clothes that show more skin without
realizing that sometimes they show a little too much. We are used to look at
them above the shoulder, like we are better than them, when in reality we are
the one oppress just in a different way. We are slaves of everyday fashion.
Some other times we are slaves of society and we are treat it as sexual objects.
Yes, they are all cover but at least they treat themselves as the biggest treasure
of all. While here girls want to dress provocative without realizing how much
they value.
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